
   

  

Upcoming Meeting on the 9th MAY 2023 

 

The next meeting will be at the Blue Scope Steel visitors centre 7.30pm 

Blue Scope Northgate entrance off Springhill Road (See website for detailed map) 

 

THE  FOLLOWS A COVID19 SAFE PLAN 

 

VK2AMW 

     This year is our 75th aniversary  



Our last meeting 11th April 2023 

 

Presented by Ned VK2AGV  
What a great presentation by our esteemed member, Ned VK2AGV, who educated us with 

the achievements of the not so well know electronics inventor Alan Blumlein. 

 

Ned ‘s presentation gave us great insight of the man who invented some of the things we 

take for granted every day. Not an Edison, Marconi or Tesla, but a very smart individual 

who duly deserves some form of recognition.  

   



 

                             

Thank you Ned for a great presentation (of course Ned brought along his very own studio mixer and 

equipment as part of the show, ours wasn’t good enough �)  

Afterwards there was the usual chinwag with oodles of nice goodies to munch on while having a cuppa. 

If you missed out and want to learn more about Alan Blumlein, Ned will be more than happy to share the 

information, please send an email to iars.keithb@gamil.com and I will send your request to Ned. 

NEXT MEETING  

Software  Defined 
I am sure we have all heard of or even used SDR communication, but perhaps you may have missed a few tweaks or 

hacks to get the best out of the system. Unless you like some of us that may have not realised the full potential of 

such systems, IARS committee member Mal VK2DXM will be sharing his journey through the SDR world with the 

meetings special focus on the software implementation. There will be an actual setup of the software and Mal will 

be ready answer most of your questions I’m sure.   

Even if you are not really into SDR, pop in anyways because there is always a nice cuppa with some cookies and cake 

to satisfy, including a good old chinwag with your mates afterwards. Who knows you may even be converted to SDR 

technology.  

 



Disposables Donation Table 

Please keep the support for this going and bring oddities in and take some home for a small donation to 

the IARS. With the next meeting please bring along an donate those old items that you no longer use and 

may even have thought about throwing it in the bin, someone else may be looking for that very part. Wire, 

pieces of coax, old parts, plug packs, power supplies, capacitors, resistors, coils, tubes, knobs, anything that 

someone can use.  Thanks to those that support this every month, awesome!  

 
For $5 you can earn some good cash and all monies go to your society, win-win.  

As usual see Simon VK2KU, the fella with the coloured balls and big smile   

 +  +  =  

There were no winners at the last meeting, the snowball is at a minimum $150 win for next round  

*********************************************************************** 

SILENT KEY 
Sadly, the IARS lost another member.   

We pay tribute to Bob Bunting, VK2NRB, member of the IARS who recently passed away on the 9th April 

2023 after battling a long illness. Bob attended the meeting last year October noting that unfortunately 

his cancer had returned. 

Bob had been serving the IARS for many years as the clubs QSL manager always collecting and sending 

cards on behalf of the club. Bob was also a very active member of the well-known Triple H DX net. 

Three years ago when Bob was first diagnosed, he donated plenty of his shack items to the IARS which 

was auctioned off with the proceeds going to the IARS.  

Bob remained very positive throughout his treatment and even made his usual witty comments at the 

meetings, it won’t be the same without them.    

A great friend to many and will sorely be missed, our thoughts are with his friends and family.  

Vale, Bob Bunting, VK2NRB 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

 

 



Upgrading or new licence?  It is as easy as One, Two, Three ����  
 

                         

 

Looking to Upgrade to Standard or advanced and even obtaining your Foundation license 

we have remote assessing available 

The IARS can help with obtaining your Foundation, upgrading to Standard or Advanced from the comfort of your own 

home.  , and its FREE!!! * 

We have approved AMC accessors that can offer remote assessments for the AMC.  

Please contact Keith VK2KQB at iars.keithb@gamil.com  for further information.  

Your society supports further learning, please find out more on how we can help you. AMC website is Australian 

Maritime College - Australian Maritime College | University of Tasmania (amc.edu.au)         

(* Training, assistance, and assessment is free, however there are costs associated with the ACMA call sign and AMC examinations)  

 

Don’t forget the two weekly IARS nets as below 

            to the    IARS NETS       Echolink  

 

IARS Tuesday evening weekly 80m NET on 3.666MHz at 8.30pm hosted by Mal VK2DXM and Rob VK2MT 

   

Don’t forget to join us every Tuesday evening, expect the second Tuesday of the month for a great get together on 

80m. Signal reports, news and general discussions are the agenda.  

There have been some really good conversations so if you are bored on Tuesday evenings, pop in for a chat.  

 

Saturday Morning EAST COAST NET hosted by Steve VK2BGL  

 

You are invited to join Steve every Saturday at 9.30am on our 146.850MHz repeater (linked to 146.675MHz) or 

VK2BGL-R on Echo-link for a very enjoyable morning of general discussions from amateurs who log in from all over 

the world.  

This NET is linked to multiple repeater systems including VK2RFS south coast. Join Steve and everyone for a very 

enjoyable 2 hours on Saturday morning. 

 

 

The IARS would also like to thank Doug VK2XLJ, who is always willing to assist whilst Steve is away. 

  

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 



IARS REPEATERS  

 

     
     VK2RUW (Knights Hill)                                VK2RMP (Maddens Plains) 

146.675 MHZ    >>>>>        linked      <<<<<     146.850 MHZ 

 

Current STATUS 
 438.225 with a - 5MHz offset. OK 

 146.975 with a -600kHz offset NO CTCSS,  C4FM enabled OK 

 146.850 with a – 600kHz offset (linked to 146.675) NO CTCSS OK 

 146.675 with a – 600kHz offset (linked to 146.850) NO CTCSS OK 

 53.650Mhz with a – 1Mhz  offset 123Hz CTCSS tone  OK 

 438.725Mhz with a -5mHZ offset DMR only,  OK 

 1296.850Mhz Beacon with simplex repeater function – OK 

 

The IARS welcomes any feedback on our repeater systems. 

Please send all your feedback to iars.keithb@gmail.com and it will be 

passed on to our repeater team.   
Any donations to help us maintain our great repeater system will be greatly appreciated. Please check 

our banking details on our website at www.iars.org.au  under the Contact details page. 

As reference of the donation please add your Call sign and the words “Repeater Donation” 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 



 

LOOKING FOR SOMETHING to SWAP, BUY, SELL, an OLD PART 
 

Parts you may need for repairs or some radio gear you no longer need that could go to a new home………..?  

Email iars.keithb@gmail.com 

                     

 Looking for a 12m Spider-beam or similar squid pole email keith at vk2kqb@gmail.com 

 Cash paid for old test equipment laying around in your shack, working or NOT! Email Keith at 

vk2kqb@gmail.com  

 Urgently looking for 2 x 2SC3133 Pictured below, contact Vinnie VK2VIN vrinaldi@hotmail.com or Keith 

VK2KQB vk2kqb@gmail.com  

 

 

 

 
 

Share it with us, this could be suggestions, technical ideas, circuit 

diagrams, IARS community projects, pictures of your latest shack 

project, in fact ANYTHING of interest  
 

Let us know by return email iars.keithb@gmail.com 

 

Also, if you have some IARS related pictures or information that we can put on the IARS 

website, please let us know and we can get that happening.  

 

This Month we look at a great article by Ron Bertrand, VK2DQ 

 
 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 



 
 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

 



 

 

   

Note :  The IARS membership fees have not changed much in 30 years, only $25 now, bargain of a lifetime 

If you are not a financial IARS member, now is the time  See website link for more info  

https://www.iars.org.au/?page_id=47 



 

I am sure next time you speak to Simon VK2XQX, we will have to thank him for 

making it easy for us newbies to the hobby, no morse LOL � 

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

Will share more oldies next month  

   

 



Notice is hereby given that the Annual General Meeting of The Wireless Institute of Australia will be held on Saturday 13th 

May 2023 at 10.30am Australian Eastern Standard Time. The Annual General Meeting will be a Hybrid event which can be 

attended either in person or by video conference. The Annual General Meeting will be held at the Ann Harding Conference 

Centre, University of Canberra, Bruce in the ACT. The event can also be viewed on an internet streaming platform. 

For more information, please use this link …………………. https://www.wia.org.au/newsevents/news/2023/20230421-

1/index.php 

 

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

Special Event Callsigns Issued 

 

VI2023HRH 

In celebration of the coronation of His Majesty King Charles III on the 6th of May 2023 

Event duration May 1st until May 31st 2023 

VK90AR for Amateur Radio Magazine 

In October 2023, this year, the WIA will be celebrating 90 years of continuous publishing of Amateur Radio Magazine, the official 

journal of the Wireless Institute of Australia. 

The WIA will be running a commemoration activity celebrating this milestone from 1st March until Dec 31st 2023 

VK100ZL 

On April 26th this year, it will be 100 years since the first amateur radio contact between New Zealand and Australia was made, 

between Frank Bell of Shag Valley Station, Waihemo in Otago and Charles Maclurcan, 2CM in Sydney. 

 

This is a significant event in Amateur radio in which NZART (New Zealand) and WIA will be jointly celebrating. 

WIA will be running a commemoration activity contest from April 26th until July 25th 2023 to coincide with the ZL100 callsign 

activities from NZART. 

 

To book an operational timeslot for either of the Special Event Callsigns, please use the WIA website online booking portal, 

nominating your WIA affiliated club to register. 

For more information, please use this link …………………. https://www.wia.org.au/newsevents/news/2023/20230413-

1/index.php 

 

 



Report from Second Conference Preparatory Meeting, Geneva. (CPM23-2) 

 

The Second Conference Preparatory Meeting (CPM23-2) for WRC-23 is underway in Geneva, Switzerland. CPM23-2 is an 

important step on work towards WRC-23 which will be held in Dubai later this year. 

 

The purpose of CPM23-2 is to refine the texts and regulatory proposals that will be the basis of discussion and decisions at WRC-

23. 

 

There are several WRC-23 Agenda Items of concern to amateurs and the IARU and various national amateur radio societies have 

delegates present at CPM23-2 to express the view of the amateurs at the meeting. 

Arguably, the main issue for amateurs is agenda item 9.1b which concerns our 23 cm band. 

 

The operative part of WRC-19 Resolution 774 states: 

“… to perform a detailed review of the different systems and applications used in the amateur service and amateur-satellite service 

allocations in the frequency band 1 240-1 300 MHz; 

…taking into account the results of the above review, to study possible technical and operational measures to ensure the protection 

of RNSS (space-to-Earth) receivers from the amateur and amateur-satellite services in the frequency band 1 240-1 300 MHz, 

without considering the removal of these amateur and amateur-satellite service allocations …” 

For more information, please use this link …………………. https://www.wia.org.au/newsevents/news/2023/20230404-

1/index.php 

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

 

The Electron Devices Society has decided to celebrate the year 2022-2023 as the 75th 

Anniversary of the Transistor.  As the history of this invention and of its consequences is 

much more involved and interesting, it is imperative that the leading EDS Luminaries share 

the scientific & technological developments which took place in the last 75 years, with the 

current generation of researchers.  Popularizing talks at Conferences and Mini-Colloquia, 

Technical Articles in the EDS Newsletter, Webinar Series shall be a part of the various 

activities undertaken by “75th Anniversary of the Transistor Adhoc Committee” with an aim to 

provide technical information and education to enlighten EDS members. This shall be a mark 

of tribute to the men and women who have contributed to the Transistor Story – Discovery, 

Development, and Applications which has had a lasting impact on people's lives and has 

benefited mankind where it serves good in social relations, caring for the Earth, science, 

technology, engineering, and economy. 
 

Link here ………………….. https://eds.ieee.org/about-eds/75th-anniversary-of-the-transistor 

AND Surprisingly enough,  we have another 75th anniversary � >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 



                                                                            
The Illawarra Amateur Radio Society is turning 75 years young this year, and to celebrate this, we are having a field 

weekend on the 15th and 16th July 2023 at our Penrose site. 

We are planning to have a fantastic weekend with a BBQ, Fox hunt and, it will coincide with the WIA Trans-Tasman 

Low Band contest on the 15th July 2023, perfect timing �  

 

Some interesting IARS history ……………………………….  

Howard Booth, VK2AMD, was the Inaugural President of the first radio club in Wollongong, In those days known as 

“The Wollongong Amateur Radio Club”. Howard Booth was brought up in the city of Sheffield, South Yorkshire, 

England, where he and his family lived up until the time that he, his wife and two sons emigrated to Australia – 

arriving in Wollongong in May 1948. 

 

Howard had been interested in radio as a hobby since his tender years. He sat for and passed an examination in 

Morse Code at 20 WPM, (which was required before he could qualify for an Amateur Licence at that time) on 26th 

January 1923 – ie: at the age of 14 years!  Shortly after Howard and his family settled in the city he was approached 

by some of the (very few) local Radio Amateurs (of which one, Greville Dennys – an army officer- who was known to 

have held the callsign VK2UK), and was asked if he would form a club covering Amateur Radio activities in the area. 

Meetings of the Wollongong Amateur Radio Club subsequently commenced at the Technical College in Gladstone 

Avenue in June 1948 – with Howard as Founding President. As was usual in those days, the construction of a Club 

Station was made an early priority.  

In 1962 the club was reformed and then the name was change to the Illawarra Amateur Radio Society. It was 

incorporated in 1984. 

 

More info can be found here https://www.iars.org.au/?page_id=43 

 

 

 

 



Upcoming Contests  
Next upcoming contest is the Harry Angel Sprint 

 

 
Date for the next Harry Angel:-   Saturday May 6th 2023 
 

For more information use this link : - http://www.wia.org.au/members/contests/harryangel/ 

                                                        

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

Upcoming meeting presentations ……………………………. 
                        
 

 May  2023             :   Mal VK2DXM, SDR using the software on your PC.  
 

 June 2023  :  Hands on use of signal generators, oscilloscopes and spectrum analysers to test   
                                       and setup filters and cavities …….. and have fun  
 

 July 2023   : Show and Tell with a prize for the most interesting.  
                                (not necessarily the best presented) 

 August 2023  : IARS AGM, with a chinwag and Christmas in July August, possibly plum pudding.  
 

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^
This Propagator is your newsletter, it lets you know what’s happening with your society, including some info thrown 

in for your enjoyment of course ����.  

The published content is only as good as the information sent to us. 

The IARS needs YOUR input and support, any technical items, amateur radio news, any projects you would like to 

share, in fact any AR related goings on is welcomed.  

Feedback is also very important for us as it helps maintain a good read, if you would like to see more of something, 

or would like to see a subject added. Please let us know , secretary@iars.org.au  

 



Please send in your funnies to iars.keithb@gmail.com 

      

       
 

           
   

     

 

       

              

   That’s all for now, hopefully catch you all at the Blue Scope visitors centre on the 9th of May 2023  

 

 

  Stay Safe  

73’s 

Keith VK2KQB 

IARS Secretary   

 

 

IARS, Amateur Radio in the Illawarra since 1948 


