
   

  

Upcoming Meeting on the 11th JULY 2023 

 

The next meeting will be at the Blue Scope Steel visitors centre 7.30pm 

Blue Scope Northgate entrance off Springhill Road (See website for detailed map) 

 

THE  FOLLOWS A COVID19 SAFE PLAN 

 

VK2AMW 

     This year is our 75th aniversary  



Our last meeting 13th June 2023 

FILTERS 

Design and testing  

 
 We had a great turnout of members and guests on Tuesday night’s meeting. All the test gear and sample filters 

supplied, all we needed was some keen hands-on participants, we had plenty 
���� 

Thanks to Ned VK2AGV who was keen to assist with testing & setup,  Mal VK2DXM who brought along a NANO VNA 

and some filters for testing. We were also joined by St George ARC members John VK2EKG & Paul VK2GX. They 

brought along some really well-built home brew cavities for testing.  

   

 



  
 

 

    
 

 

 
 



It was one of those special meetings that you remember for a while. 

The chocolate biscuits didn’t hang around for too long and everyone had a good chat and many “technical” 

discussions after 
����  

Perhaps we also added unwanted cavities due to the sweets and biscuits 

If you missed out and want to learn more about Filters and how to test them using analysers, VNA’s, signal 

generators, Oscilloscopes and even the simple antenna analyser, drop us an email and we will be more 

than happy to share the information, please send an email to iars.keithb@gamil.com  

NEXT MEETING  
SHOW & TELL AND!!!....... 

How would you like to win your very OWN 

NANO VNA? 

 
If the answer is YES!  then all you have to do is present a SHOW and TELL at our next meeting and if the members 

select your “show and tell” as the most interesting (not necessarily the most flashy), you go home with this magic 

prize. ** 

Only two rules apply. 

1) Must be an IARS member to be eligible for the prize (you can see John EJL if you are not)  

2) Must have the most interesting show and tell   

There will be the usual refreshments with some nice biscuits to enjoy with your mates, so, pop along next meeting. 

Look forward to seeing who has the best story, project, antenna, shack, invention or whatever may interest our radio 

enthusiasts.  

Disposables Donation Table 

Please keep the support for this going and bring oddities in and take some home for a small donation to 

the IARS. With the next meeting please bring along an donate those old items that you no longer use and 

may even have thought about throwing it in the bin, someone else may be looking for that very part. Wire, 

pieces of coax, old parts, plug packs, power supplies, capacitors, resistors, coils, tubes, knobs, anything that 

someone can use.  Thanks to those that support this every month, awesome!  



 
For $5 you can earn some good cash and all monies go to your society, win-win.  

As usual see Simon VK2KU, the fella with the coloured balls and big smile   

 +  +  =  

Snowball was not drawn in the 13th June meeting but will be operating at the next meeting  

In Simon’s words “I’LL BE BACK” 

 

Congratulations to our newest licenced member.  

Adam Moylan VK2AEV 
Adam has just recently passed his AMC examinations through the IARS. 

Please join us in welcoming Adam to the amateur radio world and keep an ear out for him on air. 

We would also like to wish Vinnie, VK2VIN all the best of luck with his studies, he has decided to upgrade from 

Standard to Advanced, GO VINNIE!!  

Is it your turn next to get your licence??? Or just want to  

Upgrade?  It is as easy as One, Two, Three 
����  
 

                         

Looking to Upgrade to Standard or advanced and even obtaining your Foundation license 

we have remote assessing available. 

The IARS can help with obtaining your Foundation, upgrading to Standard or Advanced from the comfort of your own 

home, and its FREE!!! * 

We have approved AMC accessors that can offer remote assessments for the AMC.  

Please contact Keith VK2KQB at iars.keithb@gamil.com  for further information.  

Your society supports further learning, please find out more on how we can help you. AMC website is Australian 

Maritime College - Australian Maritime College | University of Tasmania (amc.edu.au)         

(* Training, assistance, and assessment is free, however there are costs associated with the ACMA call sign and AMC examinations)  

 



Membership fees  

We still have many membership payments outstanding and are hoping that we can get this all settled before the 

next meeting. The IARS membership fees are still one of the lowest at $25.00 normal, $20 concession. This relates 

to $2.20 per month, for 11 meetings (less than the price of a cup of coffee) 

 

 

 

 Your membership fees keep your club operational, please support your club. 

All monies from our interest on investment, donations and membership fees goes to support the club with Public 

liability insurances, Repeater maintenance, Repeater site fees, Blue scope meeting hall rental, IARS call signs with 

the ACMA, Coffee, tea & refreshments, Outings & picnics and Christmas dinner.  

Excellent value for money!!!! 

We want to thank the members who have paid membership and 

the extra donations we received this year, much appreciated.   

To make payments you could either pay John VK2EJL at the next meeting OR use the IARS 

bank account (info below),  

please add your call sign or name with the payment, thank you.  

Bank: IMB Wollongong 

Account name: Illawarra Amateur Radio Society 

BSB: 641800 

Account number: 100023291 

 

Please join us in welcoming our newest members 

1. Adam Moylan 

2. Jose’ Barradas  

3. Bruce North 

 

Welcome to the IARS family 



Don’t forget the THREE weekly IARS nets as below (Yes there are Three now) 

            to the    IARS NETS       Echolink  

 

IARS Tuesday evening weekly 80m NET on 3.666MHz at 8.30pm hosted by Mal VK2DXM and Rob VK2MT 

 

Join us every Tuesday evening, expect the second Tuesday of the month for a great get together on 80m. Signal reports, 

news and general discussions are the agenda.  

 

Saturday Morning EAST COAST NET hosted by Steve VK2BGL at 9.30am  

 

You are invited to join Steve every Saturday at 9.30am on our 146.850MHz repeater (linked to 146.675MHz) or 

VK2BGL-R on Echo-link for a very enjoyable morning of general discussions from amateurs who log in from all over 

the world. This NET is linked to multiple repeater systems including VK2RFS south coast. Join Steve and everyone for 

a very enjoyable 2 hours on Saturday morning. 

The IARS would also like to thank Doug VK2XLJ, who is always willing to assist whilst Steve is away. 

 

Thursday afternoons at 12pm and is run by Chris VK2CY. 

 

This Net is made up of many retired Marine Radio Operators and Radio Inspectors, but everyone is welcome. As you 

can imagine their topics of discussion can be far reaching, informative and enlightening. The Net operates on the 

Society’s 2 metre repeaters of 146.850 and 146.675, while out-of-towners can check-in on Echolink via VK2MT-R. 
 

IARS REPEATERS  

 

     
     VK2RUW (Knights Hill)                                VK2RMP (Maddens Plains) 

146.675 MHZ    >>>>>        linked      <<<<<     146.850 MHZ 

 



Current STATUS 
 438.225 with a - 5MHz offset. OK 

 146.975 with a -600kHz offset NO CTCSS,  C4FM enabled OK 

 146.850 with a – 600kHz offset (linked to 146.675) NO CTCSS OK 

 146.675 with a – 600kHz offset (linked to 146.850) NO CTCSS OK 

 53.650Mhz with a – 1Mhz  offset 123Hz CTCSS tone  OK 

 438.725Mhz with a -5mHZ offset DMR only,  OK 

 1296.850Mhz Beacon with simplex repeater function – OK 

 Echo-link VK2MT-R is back on the air on 146.850MHz and 146.675MHz via VK2MT-R and VK2BGL-L when 

linked - OK 

 

The IARS welcomes any feedback on our repeater systems. 

Please send all your feedback to iars.keithb@gmail.com and it will be 

passed on to our repeater team.   
Any donations to help us maintain our great repeater system will be greatly appreciated. Please check 

our banking details on our website at www.iars.org.au  under the Contact details page. 

As reference of the donation please add your Call sign and the words “Repeater Donation” 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

 

LOOKING FOR SOMETHING to SWAP, BUY, SELL, an OLD PART 
Parts you may need for repairs or some radio gear you no longer need that could go to a new home………..?  

Email iars.keithb@gmail.com 

                     

 Looking for old test equipment laying around in your shack, working or NOT! Email Keith at 

vk2kqb@gmail.com  

 

 GIVEAWAY  We still have two valve radiograms to anyone interested. Please email the secretary at 

iars.keithb@gmail.com  or secretary@iars.org.au for pickup details , please don’t let this great offer pass you 

buy as it will not be around for much longer.  

 

   



 

 
 

Share it with us, this could be suggestions, technical ideas, circuit 

diagrams, IARS community projects, pictures of your latest shack 

project, in fact ANYTHING of interest  
 

Let us know by return email iars.keithb@gmail.com 

 

Also, if you have some IARS related pictures or information that we can put on the IARS 

website, please let us know and we can get that happening.  

 

This month’s Tech Corner contribution, Upgrading a Marconi 2955R to LCD display  

 

“ Ditch the CRT? ”, Keith VK2KQB 

 

 
 

I recently purchased a Marconi 2955R communications test set. The good news is that I got it for a reasonably good 

price, the bad news it needed to warm up for 30 minutes before I could use it due to a dodgy OCXO. Oven Controlled 

Crystal Oscillator for those unfamiliar with the term OCXO. I was also nervous knowing that the tester being about 30 

years vintage, has a CRT for a display. CRT’s don’t last for ever and being over 30 years, I was a little concerned about 

the health of the CRT and associated components like the LOPT. (When would it come to rest)  

Even though my first job was replacing the OCXO,  I couldn’t  help looking for a suitable replacement for the CRT 

should it decide to fall over.  Murphy was out of town so luck would have it that I came across a local (Sydney) ham 

operator Kevin, who has obviously spent many hours developing an LCD display to replace the CRT. I jumped at this 

straight away even though my CRT was still operational.  

Kevin Jardine, VK2KVJ was very helpful in supplying the necessary information of the interface boards he developed 

and how to set this up and make it work. I could not believe my luck that he also had a solution for my slowly dying 

OCXO. His upgrade not only replaced the CRT but gave me the opportunity to replace the whole Marconi CRT control 

board AC/1, which housed the dodgy OCXO. The new OCXO board with the 10MHz reference to run the machine was 

obtained from Kevin’s contact in Norway, Askild Elde, who for under $100.00 shipped the 10MHz OCXO board to 

Australia. An absolute bargain and NOT from FleaBay! (Although I had to use the services of fleabay to obtain a LCD 

panel)  

 



  

          New OCXO Board from Askild, Norway                    Excellent, 300MHz +/- 02 Hz on a recently calibrated counter. 

 

  

Video Board designed and programmed by Kevin VK2KVJ                               LCD Panel purchased from EBAY. 

               

LCD Panel set to White background (not installed yet)                          Installed and set to a subtle green  

At this moment a very happy camper with my Marconi 2955R working beautifully.   

If you require any more information on upgrading your test set, please contact me at vk2kqb@gmail.com  

 



 



 



 

 



 
 



 



 



 



 



 



 

 



 



 

 

 



 

Will share more oldies next month.  

 



 

 

The Wireless Institute of Australia is the peak National Body representing Amateur Radio in Australia. As such we are the 

recognised member of the International Amateur Radio Union. In this capacity we are a member of the IARU Region 3. 

 

The IARU – R3 in conjunction with the Radio Amateur Society of Thailand (RAST) under the Royal Patronage of His Majesty the 

King of Thailand have announced that Youngsters On The Air (YOTA) IARU-R3 camp will be held 27 - 29 October 2023 at Pattaya 

City, Thailand. 
The event provides a venue for young amateurs from member societies of the IARU Region 3 to meet multi-national friends and 

experience radio communication-related activities and technologies. The activities that will be covered during the camp include the 

following 

 

• Electronics workshop 

• Antenna building workshop 

• Fox hunting 

• Radio station establishment and operation 

• VHF, HF and Satellite contact experience 

• Local tour of Pattaya city 

For more information please see link https://www.wia.org.au/newsevents/news/2023/20230612-1/index.php 

 

 

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

 
 

Dayton Hamvention 2023 in Ohio USA breaks attendance record. 

 

XENIA — A new attendance record was set at Hamvention this year. 

 

 

This year 33,861 people flooded to the Greene County Fairground and Expo Center for the world’s biggest amateur radio show, 

according to a spokesperson for Hamvention. The number surpassed the previous record by more than 1,300 people. It’s also 

more than 2,000 greater than last year’s attendance. This year’s Hamvention ran May 19-21 and brought in people from across the 

globe. “Things went very smoothly due to the dedication and hard work of close to 700 volunteers,” Jim Storms, Hamvention 

General Manager, said. 

 

Hamvention 2024 is scheduled for May 17-19 2024. 

 

By WHIO Staff 

June 05, 2023 

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

YOTA Camp 27 - 29 

October 2023 at Pattaya 

City, Thailand 

 

Dayton Hamvention 2023 

breaks attendance record. 

 



IARS Field Day Weekend  

To commemorate the  

                                                                            
The Illawarra Amateur Radio Society is turning 75 years young this year, and 

to celebrate this, we are having a field weekend on the 15th and 16th July 2023 

at our Penrose site. 

We are planning to have a fantastic weekend with a BBQ, Fox hunt and, it will coincide with the WIA Trans-Tasman 

Low Band contest on the 15th July 2023, perfect timing �  

More info can be found here https://www.iars.org.au/?page_id=43 

RSVP Essential before the 14th July 2023  

Fox Hunting will also be held on the day and we also need to know if there is anyone wanting to participate that 

does not have DF equipment. The IARS will do our best to supply DF equipment to those that RSVP, first come first 

served.  

 

Our last fox hunt at the Penrose site  

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 



Upcoming Contests  

 
 

The Trans-Tasman contest, held on the 3rd weekend in July, aims to encourage Low Band activity 

between VK and ZL 

 

Only contest bands 160 80 and 40M are allowed with SSB, CW and Digital (RTTY OR PSK) 

 

From 2018 this contest is an official WIA Contest and will count towards the Peter Brown Contest 

Champion Awards. 

Start Time is 08:00 UTC and finish time is 14:00 UTC 15th July 2023 

 

More information please use this link  https://www.wia.org.au/members/contests/transtasman/ 

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

 

Upcoming meeting presentations ……………………………. 
                        

   

 July 2023   : Show and Tell with a NANO VNA prize for the most interesting.  
                                (not necessarily the best presented) ** members will decide the winning   
                                 presentation on the evening, if no clear winner the prize will move to next S&T 

 August 2023  : IARS AGM, with a chinwag and Christmas in July August, possibly plum pudding.  
                                      NEED TO RSVP for the delicious PLUM PUDS homemade by John VK2EJL 

 September  : Simon VK2KU , Projects for your Shack 

 October   : Show and Tell 

 November  : Auction with our hilarious and esteemed Simon VK2FO / XQX  

 December  : Xmas dinner  
 
 

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^
 

This Propagator is your newsletter, it lets you know what’s happening with your society, including some info thrown 

in for your enjoyment of course 
����.  

The published content is only as good as the information sent to us. 

The IARS needs YOUR input and support, any technical items, amateur radio news, any projects you would like to 

share, in fact any AR related goings on is welcomed.  

Feedback is also very important for us as it helps maintain a good read, if you would like to see more of something, 

or would like to see a subject added. Please let us know , secretary@iars.org.au  

TRANS-

TASMAN LOW 

BAND 



Please send in your funnies to iars.keithb@gmail.com 

            

   

     
              

   That’s all for now, hopefully catch you all at the Blue Scope visitors centre on the 11th of July 2023  

 

 

  Stay Safe  

73’s 

Keith VK2KQB 

IARS Secretary   

 

IARS, Amateur Radio in the Illawarra since 1948 


