Upcoming Meeting on the 13th September 2022
The next meeting will be at the Blue Scope Steel visitors centre 7.30pm.
Blue Scope Northgate entrance off Springhill road (See website for detailed map)

THE

FOLLOWS A COVID19 SAFE PLAN

Join us and belong to one of the oldest amateur radio
societies in Australia

Our last meeting 9th August 2022

AGM, Show & Tell
It was a great evening, we welcomed in our new committee for 2022/2023
A big thanks to Ned VK2AGV, who (with a bit of comedy thrown into the mix) enthusiastically returned our
nominated committee to continue the good work for our society.
We wish to welcome and congratulate the following IARS committee members

Rob McKnight VK2MT: President
Rob Heyer VK2XIC: Vice-President
John Lawler VK2EJL: Treasurer
Keith Bradshaw VK2KQB: Secretary
Simon Cassat-Ryan VK2KU: Committee member
Simon Ferrie VK2XQX: Committee member
Malcolm St Clair VK2DXM: Committee member
Shane Sorgsepp VK2HCO: Committee member
Daniel Demaagd VK2FDSD: Committee member
After all the formalities, we settled down with some good old “Show and Tell” with Simon
VK2XQX, Simon VK2KU and Troy VK2FHTW.

Simon VK2XQX shared his projects with us which was an automatic tuner and custommade enclosure for his noise canceller.

Small enough to stand a coffee cup on

Home built antenna tuner

Simon also got his hands on the VK2KU noise canceler and put it into a great little
enclosure. ( see picture below)

If you need any information for the items above, please send an email to
iars.keithb@gmail.com and it will be passed on to Simon VK2XQX
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^
Simon VK2KU with his latest Arduino SWR and POWER METER

Well lit informative LCD display indicating FWD Power, REV Power and resultant SWR.
Unfortunately, this was not the ideal 1:1 antenna but a perfectly matched dummy load

If you need any information for the items above, please send an email to
iars.keithb@gmail.com and it will be passed on to Simon VK2KU
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^

Troy VK2FHTW with his latest project which took a few months to complete, Restoration
of a 1957 His Masters Voice F8A6 television set
Wow, not even sure where you would begin getting spares for this ……

I am sure the beady eyes of some of our members will pick out the 6CK6 and 6AL5 bottles
A very interesting presentation which showcases the possibilities of accomplishment if one puts in the effort

Thank you Troy for sharing your project with us, well done in the refurbishment of this very old TV

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^
After the show and tell it was the usual coffee and cake, great evening with great people, looking forward to the

Are you interested in Microcontrollers for your
projects but not sure how to get started?

Simon VK2KU and myself, VK2KQB will be presenting “Selecting and using a microcontroller”.
No prior knowledge of microcontrollers necessary
We will go into the basics of the internal architecture, Binary & Hexadecimal and show you it’s not that hard, in fact
after the presentation we hope everyone will go away with a better understating of the devices and see how easy
they are to use.
AND, you can have a catchup with your mates over a nice cuppa with some muffins and biscuits
Looking forward to seeing you there.

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^

Membership fees

A very big thank you to everyone that has renewed their membership and those who have given donations to the
club, it is really appreciated
There are still a few memberships outstanding, it would be great if these could be paid up soon. There are many
benefits when you are a financial member, not only the fact that your membership fees pay for all the overheads.
As noted previously, all monies from our interest on investment, donations and membership fees support the club
with Public liability insurance, Repeater maintenance, Repeater site fees, hall rental, IARS call signs with the
ACMA, Coffee, tea & refreshments, Outings & picnics and Christmas dinner.

Excellent value for money!!!!
We want to thank the members who have paid membership and
the extra donations we received this year, much appreciated.
To make payments you could either pay John VK2EJL at the next meeting OR use the IARS
bank account (info below), please add your call sign or name with the payment, thank
you.

Bank: IMB Wollongong
Account name: Illawarra Amateur Radio Society
BSB: 641800
Account number: 100023291

For $5 you can earn some good cash and all monies go to your society, win-win.

As usual see Simon VK2KU, the fella with the coloured balls and big smile

+

+

=

The snowball money pot has snowballed and will be over $50.00 minimum
(could be much more at next meeting).
The rules have also changed which greatly improves the odds of winning some
cash at the meeting
#################################################################
Don’t forget the two weekly IARS nets as below

to the

IARS NETS

Echolink

IARS Tuesday evening weekly 80m NET on 3.666MHz at 8.30pm hosted by Mal VK2DXM and Rob VK2MT
Don’t forget to join us every Tuesday evening, expect the second Tuesday of the month for a great get together on
80m. Signal reports, news and general discussions are the agenda.
There have been some really good conversations so if you are bored on Tuesday evenings, pop in for a chat.
Saturday Morning EAST COAST NET hosted by Steve VK2BGL
You are invited to join Steve every Saturday at 9.30am on our 146.850MHz repeater (linked to 146.675MHz) or
VK2BGL-R on Echo-link for a very enjoyable morning of general discussions from amateurs who log in from all over
the world.
This NET is linked to multiple repeater systems including VK2RFS south coast. Join Steve and everyone for a very
enjoyable 2 hours on Saturday morning
*******************************************************************

Looking to Upgrade to Standard or advanced and even obtaining your Foundation license
we have remote assessing available.
The IARS can help with obtaining your Foundation, upgrading to Standard or Advanced from the comfort of your own
home.
We have approved AMC accessors that can offer remote assessments for the AMC.
Please contact Keith VK2KQB at iars.keithb@gamil.com for further information.
Your society supports further learning, please find out more on how we can help you. AMC website is Australian
Maritime College - Australian Maritime College | University of Tasmania (amc.edu.au)

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

LOOKING FOR SOMETHING to SWAP, BUY, SELL, an OLD PART
Parts you may need for repairs or some radio gear you no longer need that could go to a
new home………..?
Email iars.keithb@gmail.com

Disposables Donation Table
Each meeting we have the disposables table with items donated to the club.
Please keep the support for this going and bring oddities in and take some home for a small donation to
the IARS. With the next meeting please bring along an donate those old items that you no longer use and
may even have thought about throwing it in the bin, someone else may be looking for that very part. Wire,
pieces of coax, old parts, plug packs, power supplies, capacitors, resistors, coils, tubes, knobs, anything that
someone can use.

If you have some trash***, please bring it along to the next meeting and give it new life
*** Trash , just in case the wrong impression is given, it is not literlley trash

no rubbish please

REPEATERS

VK2RUW (Knights Hill)
146.675 MHZ >>>>>

linked

VK2RMP (Maddens Plains)
<<<<< 146.850 MHZ

Current STATUS


438.225 with a - 5MHz offset. OK



146.975 with a -600kHz offset NO CTCSS, C4FM enabled OK



146.850 with a – 600kHz offset (linked to 146.675) NO CTCSS OK



146.675 with a – 600kHz offset (linked to 146.850) NO CTCSS OK



53.650Mhz with a – 1Mhz offset



438.725Mhz with a -5mHZ offset DMR only,



1296.850Mhz Beacon with simplex repeater function – OK

OK
OK

The IARS welcomes any feedback on our repeater systems.
Please send all your feedback to iars.keithb@gmail.com and it will be
passed on to our repeater team.
Any donations to help us maintain our great repeater system will be greatly appreciated. Please check
our banking details on our website at www.iars.org.au under the Contact details page.
As reference of the donation please add your Call sign and the words “Repeater Donation”

Share it with us, this could be suggestions, technical ideas, circuit
diagrams, IARS community projects, pictures of your latest shack
project, in fact ANYTHING of interest
Let us know by return email iars.keithb@gmail.com

Also, if you have some IARS related pictures or information that we can put on the IARS
website, please let us know and we can get that happening.

100W Dummy Load Build –

By Simon VK2KU

So, after a while of borrowing Keith’s (VK2KQB) dummy load, I decided it was time make my own…. This
project took about 1.5 hours.
Pretty simple really. 5 components make this project.






Heatsinks: Altronics - $13.50 x 2 (H0522) 72mm x 105mm
250W RF Resistor: Ebay - $7.50
Bulkhead Coax connector: From the shed
3mm Screws: From the shed
Heatsink compound: Altronics – $3.95 (H1600A)

Tools required
 Drill bits
 Drill (Drill press is suggested – I don’t have one)
 Screw drivers
 Small sockets
 Pliers
 Soldering Iron + Solder
First of started by marking and drilling the mount holes for the resistor.
Next to mark and drill the holes for the bulkhead coax connector. I used a BNC here. Make the center pin

relatively close to the tab on the resistor. I made this one 15mm apart.

Next, clamp and drill all holes through the second heatsink, sandwiching these together.
I used 3mm screws to hold all this together. The screws go right through both heatsinks holding them all
together.
The Coax connector goes on the opposite side to the RF resistor, so that the Tab on the resistor can be
connected to the center conductor of the Coax connector.
Use of a bit of heatsink compound between the heatsinks and under the RF resistor, will ensure good heat
transfer under higher powers.
Once all the equipment is bolted together you can then short piece of building wire between the Resistor
and the Coax connector.

Now the dummy load is complete and ready for use.
Any heatsink can be used. You do not have to go with the sandwiching idea, however using heatsink
compound beneath the resistor is advised.

I have run this unit at 100W for quite a while testing SWR bridges in the shed. The RF resistor and heatsink
seem to be dissipating the heat quite well.

Thank you to Simon VK2KU for sharing your latest project with us, no excuses don’t be a
dummy, build a compact dummy load
For more information, please contact Simon at iars.simonr@gmail.com

Please send your ideas and tech stories to iars.keithb@gmail.com so that we
can publish them in upcoming editions.
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Upcoming events ………………………………………………………

Joint Club Picnic & FOX HUNT
You are invited to join the Mid South Coast Amateur Radio Club (MSCARC) and the
Illawarra Amateur Radio Society (IARS) at the remote site in Penrose for a great picnic
and FOX HUNT.
DATE: 27th August 2022(anytime after 6am) PLACE : IARS Remote site PENROSE
RSVP is closed but if you would like to come please send an email to
iars.keithb@gmail.com before Friday the 26th and we will make a plan to squeeze you in.
Free sausage sizzle and drinks to all IARS members and $10 for Non-Members.
(Become a member at the next IARS meeting in August for $25 and enjoy the many benefits the club has
to offer
)

*********************************************************

Please advise your interest by return email
iars.keithb@gmail.com
As noted in last months Propagator, the awesome Shack Crawl is coming back due to the lifting of Covid
restrictions. If you are unaware the shack crawl, it is basically a road trip for the day, visiting everyone’s
shack along the way ending up with a great BBQ
If you would like to participate, please send me an email.
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^

Contests

Oceania DX Contest
Contest Dates/Times:
PH - The first full weekend in October each year from 0600 UTC Saturday to 0600 UTC Sunday
CW - The second full weekend in October each year from 0600 UTC Saturday to 0600 UTC Sunday
Log deadline for PH and CW logs - 31 October.
More information https://www.wia.org.au/members/contests/oceania/
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^

VHF UHF Field Days Spring 2022 - 0100 UTC Saturday 26 through 0059 UTC Sunday 27 November (0400
/ 0359 in VK6).

More info https://www.wia.org.au/members/contests/vhfuhf/

Upcoming meeting presentations …………………………….


September 2022 : Microcontrollers for amateur radio projects, Simon VK2KU and Keith VK2KQB.



October 2022

How to select, configure and program those micros that can make your next project
easy
: Trivia IARS with great prizes, Keith VK2KQB



November 2022

: IARS annual auction with auctioneer Simon VK2XQX



December 2022

: Christmas dinner with show and tell

……………….

Please send in your funnies to iars.keithb@gmail.com

That’s all for now, hopefully catch you all at the Blue Scope visitors centre on the 13th of September 2022
Stay Safe
73’s
Keith VK2KQB
IARS Secretary

IARS, Amateur Radio in the Illawarra since 1948

